
WAC 51-04-010  Declaration of purpose.  The Washington state 
building code council, hereinafter called the council, is required by 
chapter 266, Laws of 1988, to adopt and maintain the state building 
code, hereinafter referred to as the building code, as provided in 
chapters 19.27, 19.27A, and 70.92 RCW, and the state legislature.

(1) The primary objective of the council is to encourage consis-
tency in the building code throughout the state of Washington and to 
maintain the building code consistent with the state's interest as 
provided in RCW 19.27.020. An objective of statewide adoption is to 
minimize state amendments to the model codes.

The building code shall be as defined in WAC 51-04-015(8).
(2) The council is also required by RCW 19.27.074 to approve or 

deny all city and county amendments to the building code that apply to 
single family or multifamily buildings as defined in RCW 19.27.015.

(3) The council may issue opinions relating to the codes at the 
request of a local official charged with the duty to enforce the enum-
erated codes as specified in RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27A.015.

(4) The purpose of this chapter is to establish policies and pro-
cedures for:

(a) Submittal and council review and consideration of proposed 
statewide amendments to the building code;

(b) Submittal and council review and consideration of proposed 
city and county amendments to the building code that apply to single 
family or multifamily buildings as defined in RCW 19.27.074;

(c) Reconsideration of council actions; and
(d) Issuing opinions to local officials.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 19-24-078, § 
51-04-010, filed 12/2/19, effective 1/2/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031, 19.27.074 and 19.27.035. WSR 17-03-123, § 51-04-010, filed 
1/18/17, effective 2/18/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.035, 
19.27.074 and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 07-15-043, § 
51-04-010, filed 7/13/07, effective 8/13/07. Statutory Authority: 
Chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW and 1989 c 348. WSR 90-02-108, § 
51-04-010, filed 1/3/90, effective 2/3/90; Order 76-02, § 51-04-010, 
filed 9/1/76.]
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